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varied landscape, the colours of the rainbow, the
evening lights and sunset skies, the forms of plants
and animals strike us as objects of beauty. This
of course involves the co-operation of two different
classes of things, the objects external to us and
our own powers of sensation. With regard to
some of the objects, beautiful though they be, it
is possible to regard the beauty as something in-
cidental. Take for instance the rainbow. Given
the laws of reflection and refraction, the dispersion
of light which accompanies refraction, and the ex-
istence of falling drops of rain illuminated by the
sun, the form and colours of the rainbow follow of
necessity. But we can see no reason in the sense in
which we here speak of a reason, that is, as a neces-
sary result of the operation of general laws, why the
beautifully painted wings of the butterfly should
be what they are. We are strongly led to regard
these exquisite markings as designed for some end.
But what end ? Is it to the wellbeing of the
animals, apart from the pleasure which the sight
may possibly afford to them ? It is not easy to see
how it conduces to this end, though possibly to
some extent it might, by making them more at-
tractive to each other. What sort of sensations
the sight may afford them it is very difficult for
us to imagine, for the eyes of insects are constructed
on a totally different plan from those of mammals,